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Audre Lorde was a native New Yorker her parents were West Indian immigrants, specifically 
from Grenada. Audre Lordes was not only a black woman, but she was also a lesbian during 
her years on this earth 1934-1992 was NOT easy to say the least, but that did not stop her 

from using her voice to speak on important matters in society. She was an activist 
for injustices of racism, sexism, classism, and homophobia.
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Her successes started when she in high school being the first black 
person to attend Hunter HS, a school for gifted girls as well as having 
her first publish poem in Seventeen magazine! After high school she 
attended Hunter college and received her Bachelor's Degree and later 

her Masters in Library Science from Columbia University.



Andre Lorde lived her truth in a society that 
feared differences, she grew to be a 

champion of the civil rights and women's 
movements. She has made long last 

contributions in the subjects of feminist 
theory, critical race studies and queer theory. 
She stressed that gender oppression was no 

different than oppressive systems like racism, 

classism and homophobia.

Lorde was nominated for the National Book 
Award for From a Land Where Other 

People Live



A poem from Lorde's book 
From a Land Where Other People Live



After reading that one piece you can 
already see the impact her words had. 

That last line "… you are the 
offspring of a slaves and your mother 

was a princess in the darkness" is 
extremely powerful, I believe to make 

sure that people, especially African 
American/black people in America 

do not forget slavery but instead 
remember it and know that didn't 

define them because inside they were 
who they truly are and nothing will 

stop them from that now, or ever 
again.





Power 
by Audre 

Lorde



It is undeniable to say that Audre 
Lorde was a Black woman in history 
we should hear of  MORE often than 

we have. She is an amazing role 
model for woman of  both color as 

well as a part of  the LGBTQ 
community. She was never scared of  

holding her tongue and being 
exactly who she was which from a 

Caribbean family was far from 
acceptable, but that did not stop 

her.

In 1981 Lorde, Cerrie Moraga and 
Barbara Smith (also writers) 

founded Kitchen Table: Woman of  
Color Press which was dedicated to 
encouraging the writings of  black 

feminists. She also created the 
Sisterhood in Support of  Sister in 

South Africa and was an active 
black voice for these woman for the 

rest of  her life. She believed 
differences in race or class should 

serve as a "Reason for Celebration and 
Growth."



Lorde was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 1978 and chronicled her 

struggles in her collection The 
Cancer Journals which later won the 
Gay Caucus Book of  the Year award 

in 1981. Her other prose volumes 
include Zami: A New Spelling of  My 
Name (1982), Sister Outsider: Essays 
and Speeches (1984), and A Burst of  
Light (1988), which won a National 

Book Award. She received a 
fellowship from the National 

Endowment for the Arts in 1981.

In 1984 Lorde was diagnosed with 
liver cancer, in St. Croix where she 
was living at the time she died, she 
took the name Gamba Adisa in an 

African naming ceremony before her 
death which means Warrior: She 

Who Makes Her Meaning 
Known. Lorde passed away in 1992 
at the age of  58 but her work will 

forever remain powerful and 
relevant. Her words will go on for 

generations.



• https://alp.org/about/audre
• https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/audre-lorde
• https://publishingtriangle.org/awards/audre-lorde-lesbian-poetry/
• https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pride-50-audre-lorde-

activist-author-n1007551
• https://poets.org/poet/audre-lorde


