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 What the movement was about?

The Civil Rights movement was about African Americans fighting for 
their basic civil rights. The movement was a struggle for social justice 
and its main goal was to gain equal rights for African Americans under 
the law in the United States. The movement took place from the 1950s 
through the 1960’s but is seen as the most largest movement in 
American history.



 Why there was a need for the movement?
Black Codes:
Black codes were restrictive laws designed to 
limit the freedom of African Americans and 
ensure their availability as a cheap labor force 
after slavery was abolished during the Civil 
War.

Ku Klux Klan: 
Terriorist and Racist Group

Jim Crow Laws: 
a collection of state and local statutes that 
legalized racial segregation.

Inequality (overall): 
rights that were granted were not 
being respected. 



 Key items for the fight / demand in civil rights

Brown v. Board of Education 1954:

Establishing racial segregation in public schools 
are unconstitutional, even if the segregated 
schools are otherwise equal in quality. 

Civil Rights Act of 1957: 
Empowered federal prosecutors to 
obtain court injunctions against 
interference with the right to vote.

Lunch Counter Sit-ins : 
sit-ins brought increasing attention 
to the civil rights movement.

March to Washington: 
To advocate for the civil and economic 
rights of African Americans.



Behind the scenes “Key” civil rights leaders

Ruby Bridges:
She was the first African-American child to desegregate the all-white William Frantz 
Elementary School in Louisiana during the New Orleans school desegregation crisis 
on November 14, 1960.

Ella Baker:
She was an American community organizer and political activist who brought her 
skills and principles to bear in the major civil rights organizations. She was the 
behind-the-scenes organizer, co-founder of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) headed by Martin Luther King, Jr., and the creation of the 
Student Non-Violent .



Leadership of  MLK Jr and Malcolm X 

 Martin Luther King Jr.                      vs.                          Malcolm X

● Believed in Nonviolent Protest 
● Southern Baptist MInister 
● Born into a middle class home
● Ph.D in Theology 
● Followed Gandhi ideals
● Won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1964
● Involved in Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference 

● Believed in violence
● Muslim (a member of nation of islam for 

a short period of time)
● Born into a poor and hostile 

environment
● No high school degree
● Involved in the Universal Negro 

Improvement Association



Civil Rights Activist Now: Lateefah Simon

Lateefah Simon, born on January 29,1977, is the president of Akonadi Foundation 
which works to eliminate structural inequalities and create a just society. She is an 
advocate for civil rights, racial justice, and juvenile justice.

In 2003, when she was 26, Lateefah Simon won a MacArthur genius grant for her 
work helping impoverished and formerly incarcerated women. She has kept 
fighting against injustice and working in marginalized communities, helping young 
activists thrive.She is located in the San Francisco Bay Area. 



Introduction
The fight for social justice today is both similar and different in many ways. It was 
identical in the way that protesting was used as a way of expressing their views 
during both times. Riots and Boycotts have been used in both times as well. 
During the civil rights movement, the two differ because there was more unity, I’d 
say, in the black community. Now, the Black community faces a difference 
between the elders and the youth. The youth are seen as reckless and “too loud”. 
The older population of Black people think that because the youth didn’t 
experience racism and discrimination in the era before the ’90s, we haven’t really 
experienced racism. And because most relationships bond over similar experiences, 
it has left the space between the older and younger black people. 



Similarities Paragraph: part 1

The Civil rights movement in the ’60s started up after people realized that they weren’t being treated 
equally, as that was their right. People realized that the amendments weren’t being lived up to. Black people 
were excited about the freedom and new opportunities, but racists in America said no. They came up with 
laws to keep black people oppressed, for example, the Jim Crow Laws and Black codes and even a racist 
organization, the Ku Klux Klan. All of these prevented black people from becoming citizens. Because of this, 
black people decided to fight to make sure their rights were protected. The most known tactics in which 
Black people fought back were peaceful protests. Protesting can be done in many ways, such as marching 
and chanting like the Selma to Montgomery Marches in 1965. Boycotts and Lunch Counter sit-ins are also 
ways of protesting, like the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955 and the Greensboro Sit-ins in 1960. These 
forms of protest are all still used now. The Black Lives Matter movement uses the marches to make sure our 
voices are heard. In May 2020, the march was at its peak because of the murder of George Floyd, Briana 
Taylor, Ahmed Arbury, and many more.



Similarities Paragraph: part 2

Another commonality is that both movements are still fighting for the same thing: equality. The civil 
rights movement has always focused on equality. The movement now concentrates mainly on police 
brutality and equality in the workplace and schools. Black men and women have being targeted by the 
police, and this is nothing new. The number of Black people who have died just from a simple traffic stop 
needs to be addressed. The number of Black people being killed just because of the color of their skin needs 
to be addressed. After the killing of Trayvon Martin, a hashtag arose called #BlackLives Matter. This hashtag 
later became a nationwide movement that would take to the streets and protest for Black lives. You can 
compare the BLM movement to the movements of MLK Jr., just a 21st-century twist. Social Media is a 
powerful tool, especially for our generation, and we have used it to the max, especially with the BLM 
movement. Social Media helped spread awareness, information and helped the movement gain support. 



Differences Paragraph: part 1

One significant difference between both movements is that the youth seem to be leading 
the movement. “The youth is the future.” I heard this quote a lot when I was younger, but I 
didn’t understand the meaning until I saw it come to life. In May 2020, amidst a pandemic, 
people who supported BLM took to the streets to be heard. My friends and I saw many young 
people participating in the protest, and we felt empowered and proud to see people are age 
taking part in history. Although it might have a positive impact, it also comes with opposing 
views. The youth have been associated with many negative connotations, especially during 
conversations about power and government. We are seen as childish, reckless, disrespectful, etc. 
We are told that we do not think before we speak, and we act on impulse, which makes our 
decisions immature. Yet, we face stress levels that have never been seen before. The youth might 
seem like a problem, but we are indeed the future.



Differences Paragraph: part 2

The ideals and conversations that we have now with our friends are fundamental; our friends 
may be the next leader of our generation. And so, we must share our values and have these 
conversations about discrimination, racism, and all the other isms. We can not allow history to 
repeat itself. Some arguments that are brought up are that “the youth take the freedoms they have 
now for granted.” We can acknowledge that we are not in the same place as we were in the 1960s; 
we understand that progress has been made, but it isn’t enough. We are all humans, we should all 
be treated equally, and the way we have to fight just for basic rights, just for us live, is beyond 
horrifying. Racism comes in different forms, and because we might not suffer from the same types 
of racism that occurred in the 20th century, it is still racism at the end of the day. The community 
has a problem with comparing scars; let the scars heal instead of comparing them. 



Conclusion

To conclude, a problem in today’s society is that black people hold little to no power. We 
are constantly told that “All men are created equal.” And every time a police officer kills a Black 
person, we are reminded that statement is false. The Civil Rights Movement from the 1960s to 
the Present-day has shown many similarities. We are still fighting for equality; we are still fighting 
to be treated humanely. But some differences like the bridge between the youth and the 
community’s older population are hurting the movement. And to fight against racism, we need 
to be united!
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